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Hillcrest Academy North 
One on one instruction is so important to ensuring 

students meet their learning goals. Mr. Van Cleef is a 

master at developing and maintaining a strong 

rapport with students. Due to this rapport, students 

are very comfortable receiving feedback from Mr. 

Van Cleef. This feedback not only improves their 

writing skills, but gets them used to the idea of 

persevering on an assignment. Thanks to the 

personalized feedback they are receiving, each 

student will grow in their analytic and writing skills. 
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Crossroads School 
Although they are creating spooky Halloween decorations, the Pre-

Kindergarten students at Crossroads School are far from spooked 

themselves. Pre-K teacher Ms. Alzate ensures that all of her 

students feel at home in her classroom every day. Her warm 

presence and positive attitude radiate throughout the classroom. By 

providing students with assignments that build their motor skills and 

allow them to use their creativity, Ms. Alzate is ensuring that each 

student in her class will be both ready and excited for Kindergarten 

next year! 

Social Emotional Learning Tip of the Month 
Mindfulness 

So often our students come into our classroom with a million different things on their minds, both 

good and bad. Our high school students run from one class to the next without having any time 

to switch gears. And it is not just the students. Teachers have more demands on them than ever 

before. With all of us struggling to focus on the task at hand, mindfulness can be a teacher’s best 

friend. Reflective activities like journaling, opening groups, coloring, mindful breathing, and 

meditation can help everyone in the classroom center themselves and prepare for the lesson that 

is about to take place. Giving up five minutes at the beginning of each class can fend off 

distractions later in the period. 

 



Lamberts Mill Academy 
One of the ways our teachers ensure their students are 

successful is to provide one on one instruction. Mr. Bell is 

spending time with a student ensuring that he understands the 

material and feels supported as he takes on a challenging task. 

By asking the student targeted questions, Mr. Bell is assisting 

the student without doing the work for him and helping to build 

independence in the student. Mr. Bell works diligently to build a 

rapport with each student so that they trust him enough to take 

intellectual risks in his classroom.  

• 

 

Hillcrest Academy South 
Visiting Mr. Barone’s Fitness Center is a real treat. 

Not only do you get to witness a textbook example 

of developing a strong rapport with students, but 

you get to learn the rules and techniques of various 

games and fitness exercises. Mr. Barone is always 

working right along with the students, modeling 

good sportsmanship, technique and perseverance. 

The students at South are developing important 

Life Skills with the help of Mr. Barone’s guidance 

and positivity. Learning never stops when Mr. 

Barone is around! 

Non-Public Services 
Technology tends to engage students; however, 

when teachers plan for technology to be used to 

directly support instructional objectives, students 

become intellectually engaged. Mr. Ford and Ms. 

Francisco both understand the need to enhance 

student learning and engagement by utilizing 

technology tools. However, they are not just relying 

on the technology to engage students, they are also 

employing small group instruction which encourages 

collaboration and discussion. Working together, 

these two Non-Public teachers are ensuring that all 

of their students are successful on an upcoming 

examination. 



Project SEARCH 
Project SEARCH interns are sure to be successful 

thanks to the work of teacher Ms. Spencer. Prior to 

going to their internships, they are treated to a lesson 

on work readiness skills. Ms. Spencer is a master at 

communicating with students in a way that ensures 

100% of her students walk away from the lesson 

having met the day’s objectives. Using a mix of visual 

aids, clear examples, modeling, and hands on activities 

for practice, her students are intellectually engaged 

and able to apply what they learn both in their 

internships and in their lives outside of school. 

• 

 

Westlake School 
Learning doesn’t only take place in the classroom at 

Westlake School.  Ms. Capizzi and her class frequently 

travel to the Westlake garden to help tend to the plants 

and learn about botany and ecology. Not only does she 

engage the students in learning in an outdoor classroom, 

but Ms. Capizzi is not afraid to get her hands dirty while 

working alongside the students. On this day, they got a 

special surprise when they found a little mouse enjoying 

the garden while they were weeding and cleaning up the 

garden for the colder weather that is on the way.  

I Come to School Because 
I like coming to LMA because the teachers and therapists are so nice to me and help me through 

my situations. –Isis, Lamberts Mill Academy 

I like coming to school because the way the teachers teach make it so much easier than regular 

high school. -Ja’Asia, Hillcrest Academy South 

I like coming to school because I like to see my friends. – DJ, Crossroads School 

If you see something that  you feel should be featured in future editions of the newsletter, send an email 

to Carrie Dattilo at cdattilo@ucesc.org. We look forward to bringing you more stories of what is happen-

ing in our classrooms next month! 


